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Maize acreage heading towards new high

AREA EXPANSION. Coverage up 15% till July 21; farmers plant more to cater to high demand from feed and ethanol makers
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As more farmers eye maize
crop, the planting of the
coarse cereal crop has seen
an increase of 15 per cent
across the country till the
third week of July.

_ Per the Agriculture Min-
istry data as of July 21, maize
has been planted on nearly
71.21 lakh hectares (Ih) this
year compared to 61.73 lakh
hectares during the same
period last year.

The increase in acreage
has been witnessed across al-
mostall States. In Karnataka,
the largest producer of maize
during the Kharif season,
planting till July 18 has in-

creased to 15.23 lh (13.87-

Ih).

Similarly, in Rajasthan, the
area has increased to 9.34 Ih
till July 21 compared to 9.01
Ihregistered during the same
period last year. In Telan-
gana, the maize area as on
July 16 stood at 4.49 1h (2.89

Ih), while in Maharashtra it
was 1235 Th (9.75 Ih) as of
July 14.

However, in Gujarat, the
maize area was lower at 2:19
lh as on July 21 last
year’s 2.74 lh, as farmers are
seen planting more ground-

nut.

Rahul Chauhan of iGrain
India said farmers are in-
creasing the area under
maize as the demand for the
cereal crop is strong from
both feed and ethanol
makers.

Farmers have got good
prices for maize in the past
two years compared to other
crops like soyabean and
pulses and as a result, they
are showing more prefer-
ence to plant the cereal crop,
he said.

The area under maize is
seen increasing across al-
most all States, including
Karnataka, Raj Maha-
rashtra, Telangana and even
in parts of Western Uttar
Pradesh, as a section of farm-
ers is seen shifting from
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GOLDEN TOUCH. Maize acreage durlng the kharif 2024 season touched a record 84.30 Ih.
Including the fabi area of 27.24 |h and summer area of 8.4 Ih, the total acreage under the
cereal crop stood at 120.17 Ih during 2024-25

crops such as soyabean, tur
and cotton.

Chauhan said going by the
sowing trend, the area under
maize will touch a new high
this kharif cropping season.

Maize acreage during the
kharif 2024 season touched a
record 84.30 Ih. Including
the rabi area of 27.24 Ih and
summer area of 8.4 lh, the
total acreage under the cer-

eal crop stoodat 120.17 Ih.

STRONG OFFTAKE

Maize production during
2024-25 increased to 42.28
million tonnes — up from

37.66 million tonnes in the
previous year. “The increase
in maize production on ac-
count of higher area will be
covered up by the demand
from the livestock sector,
which is witn agrowth
of 8-10 per cent,” said Divya
Kumar Gulati, Chairman,

Gulati said India emerged
as a net importer of maize
during the last financial year
on growing demand. India’s
maize production has nearly
doubled over the past 10
years from around 225.67
lakh tonnes during 2015-16
to a record 422.81 lakh
tonnes during 2024-25.

Despite a record produc-
tion, India became a net im-
porter of maize last fiscal as
the domestic demand from
sectors such as feed, ethanol
and starch outpaced the sup-
plies.

India’s maize imports.

touched 9.7 lakh tonnes dur-
ing 2024-25, a six-fold in-
crease over the previous
year’s 1.37 lakh tonnes.




